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In the Blink of An Eye! – A Super Quick Start Guide

With this super quick start guide, you can be up and running with
your very own trivia quiz in two shakes of a fiddlers elbow!

Step 1:
Print out this document. Ideally you should read through the full
starter kit (Recommended). Either way move on to step two now.

Step 2:
You will notice the kit contains six pages of questions to use in
your trivia quiz. Four mixed trivia question rounds, and Two
bonus question rounds are included, containing various trivia
questions in Design and Industry and Food and Drink categories.
Each round contains ten questions. Use these questions (if you
wish) and include as many rounds as you desire depending on
how long you want your quiz to be. Print off one set of questions
for whoever will be the quizmaster!

Step 3:
Print off as many answer sheets as needed. A selection of answer
sheets are provided to cater for any number of rounds. For
example if you decide to have a six round quiz then print off two
three round answer sheets per team and so on. Remember
everyone doesn’t need to have an answer sheet just every quiz
team or quiz team captain.

Step 4:
Print off one quizmaster score sheet and the required number of
team score sheets. This helps everyone keep track of the score as
the quiz progresses, so everyone knows what’s going on!
Now lets move onto the final few steps needed to create your
very own Super Dooper Trivia Quiz, that everyone can enjoy!



Step 5:
Print off the raffle numbers if you would like to give away spot
prizes, using a raffle format. We recommend printing these
numbers on card paper (if possible) that way you can reuse the
numbers again. Put all the numbers into a container (Use a top hat
if you want) then ask quiz participants to pick a number between
one and one hundred. Pass around the number picker sheet so
people can select a number to be in with a chance of winning a
special prize. Select how many prizes you wish to give away in your
quiz. Generally three is a satisfactory number of spot prizes, with
the first prize being better than second prize and so on!

Step 6:
Follow the checklist provided in order to make sure you don’t
overlook something and help ensure you have the basics sorted.

Step 7:
Print off the trivia promotion posters (select the one you like most)
and fill in the information with a marker/sharpie pen. Place the
poster somewhere it will be seen i.e. on a notice board, on the
fridge, try and pick a busy spot where people will see it!
Remember to remove it after the quiz unless scheduled otherwise!

Step 8: Get to the venue early and prepare everything in advance!

Step 9: It’s Quiz Time! Smile, Be yourself and Follow the Process!

Step 10:
Congratulate yourself on hosting the perfect trivia quiz! Ask people
for feedback. Remember, take what they say with a pinch of salt
unless a common issue emerges, if it does address it for next time!

In the Blink of An Eye! – A Super Quick Start Guide



What’s it All About Then? – A Brief Introduction

“A little knowledge is a dangerous thing” – Albert Einstein

OK so what is a trivia quiz and where did it originate?

At its most simple a trivia quiz is where people are asked
questions on a wide range of topics and they must either
collectively or individually answer them. The person or team
that answers the most questions correctly usually wins, unless
some sort of winner takes all question is used. The great thing
about trivia quizzes is that they are ideal for any age group. A
well planned trivia quiz can be engaging and fun for kids/adults.
In a trivia quiz, everyone has a chance to answer questions in
their particular area of interest, whatever that may be.

The origins of the trivia quiz as we know it, can be dated back
to the early 1960’s, where nostalgic students began to trade
questions about their youth, which they discovered was
actually quite good fun. Topics of interest were selected, and
then made into competitions and games shortly afterwards.

The first trivia contests were believed to have been organised
by Ed Goodgold with the help of Dan Carlinsky, who published
books on the subject around the same time. The first mention
of trivia as a game was in a Columbia student newspaper
column that was published on the 5th February 1965.

Fascinating Fact: The largest Trivia Contest in the world, is held
in the University of Wisconsin. It takes place every year over
the course of a weekend, and consists of approximately 400
teams with between 1 and 150 players in each team.



A Red Sky At Night! – Trivia Nights and Why They Rock

It is often said that a red sky at night is a shepherd’s delight! It’s
considered a spiritual sign of good things to come. When you
experience your first trivia quiz, it too may be symbolic of the
many great quizzes to look forward to, for many years to come!

If you have never been to a pub quiz or trivia quiz night before,
then you should make it your first port of call. You will learn best
by soaking up what a real quiz night actually involves. The chances
are you will have great fun, and really enjoy yourself. There’s
something about the warm and friendly environment of a cosy
pub, surrounded by warm and inquisitive people, that make trivia
nights a special occasion, for people of all ages to enjoy together.

If you are stuck for time and need to setup a quiz ASAP or maybe
there aren’t any quizzes near you, then congratulations, this
starter kit will provide everything you need, to get the wheels for
your very own trivia quiz in motion. The starter kit is aimed at
helping you create a trivia quiz in just a matter of minutes. Just
print everything off and you're ready to go!

So what is it that makes trivia quizzes a very special way to spend
an hour or two? Well here are some of the most obvious;

• You get to meet and interact with new people
• You get to test and share your worldly knowledge
• You get to challenge yourself
• You get to spend valuable time with friends and family
• You might discover a friend or even a partner for life
• You might learn something you never knew before
• You might discover new books, songs, games, hobbies etc.
• You might even win a prize



Getting Your Ducks in a Row? – Working it All Out

This simple guide and toolkit aims to make it easy for everyone, no
matter how busy, to host their own trivia quiz and enjoy the Fun
and entertainment it brings.

The idea of this starter kit is to give you all the key elements
needed to host your own quiz. Your first quiz might be for family,
friends, work colleagues or complete strangers, either way use this
starter kit as a guiding template to get momentum, and let it be
the seed for many a great trivia quiz night to come. Remember that
you will be helping people of all ages to enjoy spending time
together in a friendly and welcoming environment!

Hopefully once you get your first quiz under your belt you will then
host another and then another, giving life to something that
beforehand never existed. With a little persistence, you can make it
an event that people look forward to again and again.

Remember;

“Large streams from little fountains flow, Tall oaks from little
acorns grow” D. Everett – (From The Columbian Orator 1797)

In the next number of pages you will find, all the material needed
to host your quiz. Some material can be used over and over again
like the score sheets and the spot prize raffle numbers. The
questions provided, are suitable for a good hour long quiz, and less
if you decide to leave out some quiz rounds.

There are sixty quiz questions provided in total, which equates to
six rounds, with ten questions in each round. There are four mixed
trivia rounds and two bonus rounds for you to use if you wish!



When in Rome! – Some Quizmaster Basics

Tip #1 – Use a Microphone where possible – Especially if you are
of a soft spoken nature. A microphone will ensure everyone hears
you, and the need to repeat questions lessens considerably when
you use a microphone. Check if your venue has this facility!

Tip #2 – Remember You’re the Boss – The position of quizmaster
is to help facilitate the enjoyment of a quiz for all involved! A
good quizmaster includes the odd joke or fascinating fact, which
helps liven things up, especially in a pub setting. If your audience
is receptive you might even include a bonus round or spot prizes,
for the team that has the best joke to share. The vast majority of
quizzes run smoothly however on the off chance that you meet an
awkward individual it is important to be seen to be firm but fair in
your interactions, and of course you as quizmaster must have the
final say, if an issue arises regarding questions or answers.

Tip #3 – Always Be Yourself – What a cliché! But it rings true in
many areas of life. The world doesn’t need any more fakes. What
it does need are more people who trust in their own capabilities,
and discover their have a go spirit and use it. Remember you
either win or you learn! Its that simple! Life is too short not to try!

Tip #4 – Preparation is Key – As with anything in life, you get out
what you put in. Make sure everything is setup in advance before
the quiz begins, this helps to avoid errors and build confidence.

Tip #5 – Speak Slowly – Remember a quiz with 40-50 questions
should last at least an hour, so don’t rush even if it is your first
time as the de facto quizmaster. Welcome everyone at the start
and give them a run down of what the quiz will entail. When you
start speaking at the beginning of the quiz ask if the volume is ok.



That’s a Good Question! – Personalising Your Trivia Quiz 

Adding an interval round at the halfway point in your quiz helps
to make your quiz even more engaging and fun!

This is where you insert questions of your own making that relate
to local Interests or currently trending topics making the headlines
or which have made the headlines in recent weeks/months! So
you may be wondering, what makes a good or bad question?

Bad Question - What came first the chicken or the egg?

Answer – ehhh? Egg!… No chicken!… No egg!

This is an example of the type of question that is best
avoided if you are looking to run a well oiled trivia quiz, that
everyone can fell like they have made a meaningful contribution
towards

A more suitable question would be something like;

Better Question - In what year did Neil Armstrong become
the first man to walk on the moon?
Answer: - 1969 (There is no grey area with this answer!)

(Bonus Point – For a bonus point on what date exactly?
Answer: - 20th July 1969)

* Using and including a bonus point question can help
determine the eventual winners depending on the type of
scoring system you are using. It helps eliminate the need for a tie
breaker question. In regards to scoring its probably best to award
1 point for a correct answer, 0 points for a wrong answer and two
points for a correct bonus answer.



That’s a Good Question! – Personalising Your Trivia Quiz 

Any question with a wishy washy answer, or no definitive answer 
is going to prove to be a rocky road, and will only lead to 
confusion, annoyance, and frustration for quiz players of all levels. 

It’s best to avoid questions that only an expert in a certain 
topic/field of study would know the answer to. No one wants to 
feel like they are in some quantum wormhole (or whatever the 
equivalent situation may be) where only the input of Albert 
Einstein himself, could possibly answer the questionS asked! 

That being said the interval questions you generate (if you decide 
to use them) should not be overly simplistic either, unless you are 
intentionally involving younger children in your quiz. For example 
asking a group of seasoned adult quiz goers - what colour is 
Rudolf's nose? is sure to raise a few eyebrows and get a few 
groans of disdain and sporadic watch checking. 

Instead a better approach is to try and strike a balance where a 
mix of easy, moderate and challenging questions are included in 
order to keep the quiz ticking away nicely.

Here are some useful ideas for creating interval questions;

• Headline News Events 
• Local/National Focus (People, Places, Things etc.)
• Celebrity Gossip, Sports, Politics, T.V. 
• Identify This Piece of Music (Play Pre Recorded Music Intro’s)
• Guess The Year 
• Who Said That  (A Quotation Round)
• Picture Quiz (Showing partial images of Celebrities faces)
• Odd One Out Round (Word or Picture Format - Find the odd 

one out in a group of photos or select from a written list)

Continued;



Getting Down to Brass Tacks! – The Questions

Round One - Mixed Trivia 
Questions

1) What is the capital of Taiwan?
2) In what sport do teams challenge for the Americas Cup?
3) What is the number 145 expressed in Roman Numerals?
4) What animal lives in a holt?
5) How many strings does a Ukulele have?
6) Zymology is the study of what?
7) What is the national emblem of New Zealand?
8) On what date is Groundhog day celebrated every year?
9) Eirene was the Greek Goddess of what?
10) The Monkey puzzle is the national tree of what country?

Round One - Answers

1) Taipei
2) Sailing/Yachting
3) CXLV
4) An Otter
5) Four
6) The Fermentation Process
7) The Silver Fern
8) February 2ND

9) Peace
10) Chile

1

*Fascinating Fact:

The Artist Paul Gaugin 
worked as a stockbroker 
and only decided to pursue 
art full time after the Paris 
stock market crash of 1882!



Getting Down to Brass Tacks! – The Questions

Round Two - Mixed Trivia 
Questions

1) What is the most central part of an atom called?
2) During what war did the battle of Jutland take place?
3) What classical composer was nicknamed The Red Priest?
4) How many musicians are in a quintet? 
5) The Thinker is a famous sculpture by what French artist?
6) How many players are on a water polo team?
7) What language did Jesus and his disciples speak?
8) Is a Pomfret a type of cat or a type of fish?
9) What is the study of handwriting called?
10) What is the smallest ocean in the world?

Round Two - Answers

1) Nucleus
2) World War One
3) Antonio Vivaldi
4) Five
5) Auguste Rodin
6) Seven
7) Aramaic
8) A type of Fish
9) Graphology
10) The Arctic Ocean

2

*Fascinating Fact:

George Foreman stopped 
boxing and became a born 
again Christian minister after 
a near death experience in his 
dressing room in 1977!



Getting Down to Brass Tacks! – The Questions

Round Three - Mixed Trivia 
Questions

1) What is the national drink of Puerto Rico?
2) List the three main ingredients in a Pina colada cocktail?
3) Montevideo is the capital city of what country?
4) What golfer was nicknamed Champagne Tony?
5) What river flows through the Italian city of Florence?
6) Carson city is the capital city of what U.S State?
7) What is the shallowest sea in the world?
8) What rally driver was nicknamed The Flying Scotsman?
9) What is the third letter of the Greek Alphabet?
10) Clint Eastwood was elected mayor of what U.S city in 1986?

Round Three - Answers

1) The Pina colada
2) Rum, Coconut Milk and Pineapple juice
3) Uruguay
4) Tony Lema
5) River Arno
6) Nevada
7) The Sea of Azof (Average Depth 7 Metres)
8) Colin McRae
9) Gamma
10) Carmel, California

3

*Fascinating Fact:

The popular desert of 
Pavlova was created in the 
1920’s and is actually named 
after a Russian Ballerina 
called Anna Pavlova!



Getting Down to Brass Tacks! – The Questions

Round Four - Mixed Trivia 
Questions

1) Blood and Fire is the motto for what worldwide organisation?
2) In what city would you find the Brandenburg gate?
3) What is Paul McCartney’s first name?
4) What is the only sport you must play right handed?
5) Marzipan is made from what type of nut?
6) What is a baby squirrel called?
7) What type of nut does a Hickory tree produce?
8) What chemical element contains just three letters?
9) How long is a marathon in miles?
10) George Orwell was the pen name for what English writer?

Round Four - Answers

1) The Salvation Army
2) Berlin, Germany
3) James
4) Polo
5) Almonds
6) A Kitten
7) Pecan Nuts
8) Tin
9) 26.2 Miles or 26 Miles 385 Yards
10) Eric Arthur Blair

4

*Fascinating Fact:

There are over 2 billion 
bicycles in use around the 
world, 500 million of which 
are in China! Over 50% of the 
human population knows how 
to ride a bike!



Getting Down to Brass Tacks! – The Questions

Bonus Round #1 – Design & Industry Trivia 
Questions

1) The Gold wing is an iconic motorcycle produced by what company?
2) Paul Rand designed the logo for which multinational tech company?
3) What name is given to someone who makes horseshoes?
4) George Eastman developed what company in 1932?
5) Ingvar Kamprad founded what company in 1943?
6) Who designed the DeLorean car?
7) What toy manufacturer was founded in 1945 in El Segundo California?
8) What toy company was founded by three brothers in 1923?
9) The Taka is the unit of currency in what south Asian country?
10) What is the largest port in Europe?

Bonus Round #1 - Answers

1) Honda
2) IBM
3) A Farrier
4) Eastman Kodak
5) IKEA
6) Giorgetto Giugiaro
7) Mattel
8) Hasbro (Short for Hassenfeld Brothers
9) Bangladesh
10) Rotterdam

B1

*Fascinating Fact:

It takes sunlight an average 
of 8 minutes and 20 seconds 
to reach the Earth!



Getting Down to Brass Tacks! – The Questions

Bonus Round #2 – Food & Drink Trivia 
Questions

1) A tough wine is considered to have too much what?
2) The Asian Wolfberry is better known by what name?
3) What is another name for a paw paw fruit?
4) Is a caper a fish or a berry?
5) What term is used to describe the air gap between a wine and its cork?
6) What is the main ingredient in Texas Caviar?
7) What salad was named after a luxury hotel in New York City?
8) Poutine is a dish that originated in what country?
9) The Jackfruit is native to what country?
10) Australian chemist Cyril Percy Callister developed what spread in 1922?

Bonus Round #2 - Answers

1) Tannin
2) Goji Berry
3) Papaya
4) A Berry
5) Ullage
6) Black Eyed Peas
7) Waldorf Salad
8) Canada
9) India
10) Vegemite

B2

*Fascinating Fact:

Percy Shaw inventor of the cats 
eye road stud kept 4 televisions 
running constantly so friends 
could watch whatever channel 
they wanted without any fuss!



Are We There Yet? – Keeping Score

Keeping tabs on the score in a trivia quiz is easy, when you use
an answer sheet like the one provided on the following pages.

All the teams need is a pen/pencil to write down their answers.

Usually the best way to keep things interesting and competitive
is to run through the answers after each round, this helps add
competition and suspense to a quiz, and give teams useful
feedback after each round, as opposed to waiting to the very
end of the quiz to run through the answers.

The quizmaster will need to have their answer sheets close at
hand in order to provide the answers to the questions.

There are three ways of keeping track of any right or wrong
answers;

• Each team scores their own answers which is the usually the
most efficient method in many cases.

• Teams swop their answer sheets with each other

• Answer sheets get handed to quizmaster/third party to
mark, and the score is totalled after each round. Usually
only reserved for the more serious quiz environments.

* Remember to note down the score as you go, so you can make
things appear competitive between the teams. It might also be
worthwhile to double check answer sheets at the end, before
you hand out the prizes, just in case a mistake was made
somewhere. That’s it for score keeping. It’s quite simple really!
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Everyone’s a Winner! – Prizes and Rewards

I don’t like winning prizes said no one ever!

Prizes essentially add the icing to the cake of a good quiz night,
and can be the difference in making a dull quiz seem exciting.

A simple thing like having prizes to giveaway, is all that is needed
in order to ensure people put in the effort to win a quiz.

Prizes are a great way to send people away after a trivia quiz, with
a smile on their face, and helps make the night more memorable.

There are lots of different prizes that can be incorporated into
your quiz. Some ideas for prizes include;

• Raffle Draw Spot Prizes - (Buy a raffle book or print off the list
of numbers contained in this starter kit). During the interval
ask people to pick a number to enter the draw. A ticket is then
drawn from a drum/bucket of the numbers selected and
prizes are given to the person who has the corresponding
number - The number of prizes is up to you!

• The Closest Guess Prize - Teams are asked to answer a very
specific question, and the closest guess to the answer, gets a
prize. For ex (How many rivets were used to build the titanic?)

• The Best Joke of the Night Prize - A prize for anyone who
offers to share a joke. If there’s more than one then the
funniest joke wins a prize.)

* Feel free to invent and include your own cheesy prize also



Full Steam Ahead! – Checking the Checklist

Checklist;

 Print and Read This Starter Kit

 Find A Suitable Venue (i.e. pub, club, school, workplace
and then outline your plans to host a fun trivia night to the
owner (outlining the benefits). A trivia quiz can be a great
way to attract people to a venue where food/drink etc. can
be served, alongside the quiz you are hosting.

 Advertise the Quiz (Source Promotional Materials and
then advertise in a suitable way) Tell friends, work colleagues
and anyone who will help spread the word *Hint use the free
posters provided in this kit if you wish.

 Create Some Interval Round Questions and Answers
(This is not necessary however you may want to include a
round that is tailored to your audience type which can help
to make your quiz more current or specialised).

 Source Suitable Prizes and Giveaways (Get sponsors if
you don’t have the initial money for prizes or if you want to
keep the quiz entry free for people) You don’t need
extravagant prizes, however the prize should be in keeping
with any contributions given by the quiz players as a group.

 Source Any Materials Pens/Pencils, Timer (If you wish),
Projector (If Needed), print images, create t-shirts, hats and
provide snacks and refreshments if you wish.



Full Steam Ahead! – Checking the Checklist

Checklist Continued;

 Remember to Print Enough Score Sheets (You can
always use them for your next trivia quiz).

 Keep a Quiz Folder (It will help you to stay organised,
save you time and make it easy for someone else to take
over, if you can’t attend a quiz night for whatever reason,
and if you decide to pass the quizmaster hat on to someone
else later on).

 Create a Simple Outline of How Your Quiz Will Be
Structured. This will help you to plan when prizes will be
given, or if you need a projector to play a clip of music etc.
(always be thinking of new ways to make the quiz more
entertaining – (think about using sounds, images, videos,
unusual objects etc.).

 Answer Any Quiz Related Calls or Emails. This will
help you get an idea of the number of people that may
attend your quiz, or indeed make you aware of any issues
beforehand.

 Find a Sidekick. You don’t need one but having someone
else in your corner can makes life easier. They can help you
setup and prepare, while also helping to run your trivia quiz.
Having someone as a backup is very useful in case the
quizmaster isn’t able to attend for whatever reason.



A Bird in the Hand! – Learn As You Go

Truth be known most people are beaten before they start. They
habitually run the record of every reason why they can’t or
won’t be able to do something. What ever happened to running
the record for every reason you will achieve something, why you
can and will do it?

The latter is the only inner vocal record you should be listening
to, in order to see any meaningful positive progress in your life.

The reality is the longer that most people allow things to stew
over in their minds without taking action, the less likelihood the
thing has of getting started, never mind finished.

Don’t let this be you! Take action now!

Now is the time to take action so if you haven’t printed off this
action plan yet, then please do. If you have then well done but
your not off the hook yet. The next step is to work through the
checklist provided until your setup. Obviously only so much can
be provided in this starter kit. You will need to provide the other
few elements like a venue, people, some basic materials and
either be the quizmaster or find a suitable quizmaster instead.

It’s probably safe to say you came here with good intentions and
you’ve read to this point so the assumption is you are fully
committed to hosting a trivia quiz of your own. Good! The
research and persistence you have shown, will be rewarded
when all is said and done. Your almost there now so make one
last push and you will enjoy the fruits of your labour!

Wishing You All the Very Best On Your Trivia Quiz Adventure!



Even Napoleon Needed A Horse! – Useful Resources

“Even Napoleon Needed A Horse“ – TriviaBucket.com (In The
Awesome Do It Yourself Trivia Quiz Starter Kit)

Without the right tools it’s fair to say Michelangelo would be left
staring at a blank church roof, da Vinci an empty easel and Neil
Armstrong a distant moon with no way to reach it. Regardless of
raw talent, hard work, persistence and fearlessness there is no
denying that having the right resources help many individuals to
achieve their dreams.

With that being said, hopefully you will have found this trivia
quiz starter kit a useful resource for getting you up and running
on your trivia quiz journey, If you did then feel free to drop us a
line and also please feel free to share The Awesome Do It
Yourself Trivia Quiz Starter Kit Download with others who
might benefit from the free tools provided inside.

“No man is an island” – John Donne (poet)

Some of the following resources might also help you out;

Useful Website Resources

• Wikipedia.org (Useful for researching and cross referencing)
• Dictionary.com (Useful for looking up the meaning of words)
• TriviaBucket.com (The Best Trivia Site on the Web ;-)

Useful Book/Other Materials Resources

• Ebay.com (Find anything from a needle to an anchor)
• Amazon.com (Find anything from an anchor to a needle)

https://www.wikipedia.org/
https://www.dictionary.com/
https://www.triviabucket.com/
https://www.ebay.com/
https://www.amazon.com/


Raffle Numbers – Spot Prize Draw

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

Cut out numbers with 
scissors or sharp blade 
but please be careful.
Print on card if possible.



Raffle Numbers – Spot Prize Draw

51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63 64 65

66 67 68 69 70

71 72 73 74 75

76 77 78 79 80

81 82 83 84 85

86 87 88 89 90

91 92 93 94 95

96 97 98 99 100

Cut out numbers with 
scissors or sharp blade 
but please be careful.
Print on card if possible.



Raffle Number Picker – Spot Prize Draw
Write your name beside 
your raffle number. Only 
one name per number!

1 26 51 76

2 27 52 77

3 28 53 78

4 29 54 79

5 30 55 80

6 31 56 81

7 32 57 82

8 33 58 83

9 34 59 84

10 35 60 85

11 36 61 86

12 37 62 87

13 38 63 88

14 39 64 89

15 40 65 90

16 41 66 91

17 42 67 92

18 43 68 93

19 44 69 94

20 45 70 95

21 46 71 96

22 47 72 97

23 48 73 98

24 49 74 99

25 50 75 100



Trivia Quiz

Venue:

Time:

Price:

Contact:

Attention All 
Quiz Seekers! 

Spread the Word There’s 
A New Quiz in Town! 



Trivia Quiz 
Night

Venue:

Time:

Price:

Contact:
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Copyright - TriviaBucket.com
– All Rights Reserved –

Get in Touch - Info@triviabucket.com
Direct Link - Talk to the Bucket 

Discover More at TriviaBucket.com
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https://triviabucket.com/talk-to-the-bucket/
https://www.triviabucket.com/
https://www.triviabucket.com/

